

1
 Group Members___________________________________________________________________________________ GROUP #_____

[bookmark: _GoBack]SLP: Narrowing your topic to a research question

GENERAL TOPIC:General Topic 


 _________________________________________________


1. What subtopics relate to the broader topic? 
	a. _________________________________________________________ 
	b. __________________________________________________________
	c. ___________________________________________________________
	d. ____________________________________________________________Research question



2. What questions do your sources (that you research) raise? 

	a. 

	b. 

	c. 

3. What do you find interesting about the topic?  ________________________________



Audience? Who would be interested in this issue? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Ask 5 open-ended HOW and WHY questions about your general topic. 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________


What is the "SO WHAT" factor of your topic? Why should this topic matter not only to you but to others? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Now choose ONE or TWO questions you find engaging and which could be explored further through research. 

1.

2. 


Determine and Evaluate your research question: 


1. What aspect of the more general topic will you explore? 


 2. Is your research question clear? 


3. Is your research question focused? (Must be specific enough to be well covered in the space available)


4. Is your research question complex? (no simple 'yes' or 'no' answer and should require research and analysis) 


HYPOTHESIZE: 

1. If you are making an argument, what will you say? 

2. Why does your argument matter? 

3. How might others challenge your argument? 

4. What kind of sources will you need to support your argument? 
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