FINDING GOOD KEYWORDS FOR EFFECTIVE SEARCHES

Step One: 
﻿Cluster/Brainstorm your topic.﻿
OR 
Begin by writing a sentence about your topic:

I want to do my project about some kind of ocean mammal such as whales or dolphins.

Step Two:
Pull out key words/ phrases:

Ocean mammal, whales, dolphins

Step Three:

﻿Expand your list with synonyms and related words﻿:

Ocean-sea-marine
Mammals-arm-blooded animals
Ocean mammal-marine mammal
Dolphins-porpoises
ETC.

Step Four: 

Expand Your Search

 Consider:

Are there larger or smaller categories you could use?
—Larger categories:
—Ocean Mammal-ocean life, marine life, mammals, animals
—Smaller categories
—Whales-blue whale, killer whale, humpback whale
—Dolphins-bottle nose dolphin
--
Now you have a list of terms to begin searching for information:

—Synonyms and related terms
—Ocean, sea, marine, ocean mammal, marine mammal, whales, cetaceans, dolphins, porpoises
—Larger Categories
—Ocean life, marine life, mammals, animals
—Smaller Categories
—Blue whale, killer whale, humpback whale, bottle nose dolphin

TIPS:  
Search Only the First 10-15 Links on a Database or Search Engine's Results Page
Look for Links at the Top, Bottom and Sides Before Reading the Material on a Website
Use the Function to Search the Webpage for Keywords (Mac: command + F key; PC: ctrl + F key)
Skim and Scan Potential Sources
Frustrated? Stop After 15 Minutes and Try a NEW Approach


Names of Group Members:
MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect 
  

1.Write a sentence about the topic you would like to explore. 

2. Pull out the key words and phrases in the sentence above and list them: *
MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect 
  

3. Expand the list with related terms and synonyms. *
Write them here:

MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect 
  

4. Are there any smaller categories that might lead you to information? *
Write them here:
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5. Are there any larger categories that might lead you to information? *
Write them here:
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6. Now you have a list of key words and phrases to begin searching for information. Choose a database from the Digital Library that you would like to use to find an article. 
Write the database you are using:
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7. Search trying your different key words until you find a resource you find useful. Which key word (s) or phrases did you use to find the resource you like?? 
If you used a Boolean operator (AND, NOT, OR) or other strategy, be sure to mention that. 
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8. Use the citation tool of the database you are using to create an APA citation. THEN save the article and the citation to your shared Google Drive folder.
